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President Rob’s Report

Compliments of the Season to each and every one of you! Yes,
this is my last Presidential Ramblings for 2019 and I am writing
this up a week out from our BIG end of year Christmas Family
Picnic. And it’s shaping up to be an exceptional event! Watch this
space…
Once again, I personally believe the Club has had an
outstanding past 12 months, with some fantastic events from
January through to and including this December. The level of
support from you folk remains fantastic, and the enthusiasm of
my committee is unwavering, and that looks likely to continue into 2020 as well, with
that little bit of fresh thinking from the nubies, Phil and Alan.
Planning for our 2020 Club year is well advanced, with events confirmed or at least
tentatively scheduled right the way through to May already. You’ll not want to miss a
single event, trust me.
There are so many distractions in life nowadays, so many alternative activities everyone
could be doing, so rest assured I never take for granted the support you all show for our
Club. It is truly humbling.
However, one of those distractions, as the years truck on, could include poor health.
2019 has been quite the challenge for several of our members (and their respective
families) on the health front, myself included to a degree, so when its good, make the
most of it and take that Classic out, visit friends and family, come along to Club events –
any events - if you can.
There is no such thing as tomorrow…. Live for today folks and take care of yourselves
and look out for each other.
I wish you all a truly wonderful Christmas and I look forward to seeing ALL of you again
in 2020… okay? NO exceptions…. 
Rob.

For an obligation free quote
Ph 0800 456 254 or email
admin@classiccover.co.nz
www.classiccover.co.nz

Russell’s Ramblings

Please welcome the following new members, who have joined over
the last couple of months, and don’t forget to say hi when you meet
them on the next club run:Fred & Diana Vermeulen – 1962 Oldsmobile Starfire
John & Erica Campbell – 1974 AMC Javelin/1980 AMC Spirit/1968
Kaiser CJ5Jeep
Ciao4now, regards Russell
……….....and now for something completely different……………..

American oddity of the month-1955 Gaylord Gladiator
Gaylord Car Ltd. was formed by the
heirs to their father’s bobby pin fortune
(seriously). James and Edward Gaylord
wanted to built the ultimate personal
luxury performance car, which they’d
name the Gladiator. To build the first
prototype, they turned to Spohn
coachbuilders in Germany, but they were
unhappy with their work. The next group
of three cars were assigned to the
Zeppelin company (yep, same one) but
the brothers weren’t happy with their
work either. For the first year of 1955
their goal was to produce and sell 25
Gladiators at $10,000 each. Despite
taking deposits from movie stars and
royalty, the brothers just couldn’t pull the
business together and gave up by 1956.
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There is no senior discount for reading this!!!
If walking is good for your health, the mailman would be
immortal.
A whale swims all day, only eats fish, and drinks water, but is
still fat.
A rabbit runs, hops, & only lives 15 years, while a tortoise
doesn't run, does mostly nothing, yet it lives for 150 years. And they tell us to
exercise? I don't think so.
Now that I'm older, here's what I've discovered:
1. I started out with nothing, and I still have most of it.
2. My wild oats are mostly enjoyed with prunes and all-bran.
3. Funny, I don't remember being absent-minded.
4. Funny, I don't remember being absent-minded.
5. If all is not lost, then where the heck is it?
6. It was a whole lot easier to get older, than it was to get wiser.
7. Some days, you're the top dog, some days you're the hydrant.
8. I wish the buck really did stop here; I sure could use a few of them.
9. Kids in the back seat cause accidents.
10. Accidents in the back seat cause kids.
11. It is hard to make a comeback when you haven't been anywhere.
12. The world only beats a path to your door when you're in the bathroom.
13. If God wanted me to touch my toes, he'd have put them on my knees.
14. When I'm finally holding all the right cards, everyone wants to play chess.
15. It is not hard to meet expenses . . . They're everywhere.
16. The only difference between a rut and a grave is the depth.
17. These days, I spend a lot of time thinking about the hereafter . . . I go
somewhere to get something, and then wonder what I'm "here after".
18. Funny, I don't remember being absent-minded.
19. It is a lot better to be seen than viewed.
20. Have I sent this message to you before...or did I get it from you!?

Ross Tebb's Shed Raid Sunday - 22nd September 2019
All manner of monthly run records were broken leading up to and on the morning of our shed raid out
to Ross Tebb's fantastic property out the back of Dairy Flat. I knew it was going to be bigger than a
really big thing, by the numbers prior to the day. But it’s only when you see so many cars and sooo
many people at the designated meeting point, being Wooton’s Reserve Car Park in Albany that Carl
Philips had nominated for ‘his’ run, did the reality – and enormity – sink in!
When I arrived - fashionably late(ish) as is my forte - I was greeted to a sight of well over 30 classics
– closer to 35 actually, and almost 80 people, rearing to head off. And was I proud? Too bloody right I
was! Honestly, that’s why my committee and I organize these sorts of events… the sheer satisfaction
of seeing so many of our members supporting what we do… it’s a huge buzz! And I know for a fact
that Carl, the designated organizer of the day, was a little overwhelmed by the response! So well
done all who came along.
Carl’s well executed route took us on an interesting and pleasantly compact rural drive through
Albany Village out to Coatesville, then out the back and almost to Dairy Flat, before we completely
blocked the road out front of Ross Tebbs residence, whilst everyone made their way into and found a
place to park within these palatial grounds. The tail-enders, like myself, even managed to miss
Ross’s welcoming chat, as by the time we were all parked up that bit was done and dusted and we
were then free to wander around within his GTDF (that’s Garage to Die For). He had even fired up
the BBQ for a welcome morning hotdog treat. Awesome.

As for the collection itself, whilst certainly not the largest you’ll ever see, his cars were all exceptional
high-end examples that expressed his varied tastes perfectly. From a couple of modern high-end
Euro’s from Aston Martin and Lamborghini to his more traditional resto-rods including – as you do –
two 57 Chev’s, a 2-door and a four door, both hardtops and just gorgeous, plus a 32 Ford Coupe, a
34 Ford Coupe and a 40 Ford pickup – his favourite of the fleet. I can understand why. To see so
many of our cars, parked literally all over every spare piece of concrete or bitumen driveway, out the
front of this enormous shed, was really quite special. And after maybe 90 minutes or so, the logistics
of getting everyone out began, after we thanked Ross for his hospitality and said our goodbyes.
More delightfully rural cruising had us venture northwest through sleepy Waitoki, then out to the
fabulous Wainui Golf Club, where we all relaxed over a divine buffet lunch by the Golf Club catering
staff, plus liquid refreshments, taking in the fantastic golf course views in what was frankly, a
beautifully fine spring day. What a venue, and so fitting to end our run there.
Big thanks again to Carl Philips for organizing this spectacle of a Club event, faultless to a tee.
And thanks for coming!
Rob Milligan

Kool in the Kaimai's Saturday 5th October
This year’s Te Aroha Cruise In saw a 50% price increase to enter, as well as a newly implemented
club-parking scheme where if you wanted to park in a group the club had to pay a fee to register, and
then each member attending had to pre-register for the reserved parking by an earlier cut-off date.
Phew…
We decided not to opt for the reserved club parking, just go down a little earlier and see if we could
find a large enough spot to all park together anyway. When you combine the early start with the
current price of petrol, and the bleak weather outlook, this may have been why only 7 classics turned
up at the BP Papakura at 7am for a fast convoy straight down SH27 to Te Aroha.
Judith Righton absconded with the keys to the Chev whilst Trev is laid up from his 2-wheeled
altercation and met us down there, as did Frank & Jan McIsaac in their Mercury. Phil and Gary ran
late so had to pedal the Lincoln Town Car a bit faster to catch up with the convoy, but did an
admirable job as they arrived at the gate just as we were parking!
Things improved from there though, as we were early enough that for once, there were no queues at
all at the gate and we drove straight up to the lady who obligingly relieved us of our $15 per car, and
directed us up to the main drag on Whittaker St. Our luck continued to hold out when we told the guy
directing traffic that there was only 9 of us, and he pointed across the main drag to one whole side of
Lawrence St that was still completely empty and said you can all park there, so we did and took up
that whole side of the closed-off block between Whittaker and Church streets as well – parked
together, swooper flag up, mission accomplished!
The Parkers and the Bloxhams where already there and had parked in the main street, so altogether
we had 11 members cars there, which is not too bad a turnout all things considered.

Our next surprise after we parked and got out of the cars, and hence one homonym of the article title;
it was an absolutely freezing cold wind blowing in from the West. Ask Herr Leader (AKA Rob) who it
was who came down without a jacket and had to scrounge one, and lucky Pete always carries a
spare! Mind you, Herr Author (AKA Phil) wore shorts and had to seek refuge in the shops until it
warmed up! Luckily it stayed patchy cloudy and warmed up enough to wander around the streets up
until around 2pm when a light drizzle started off and on. We were also fortunate that Phil and Gary’s
Town Car is big enough that we could all huddle inside out of the rain.
It was good to see that the extra cost and weather has made no difference to the popularity and
attendance of this event, as it was as big and well frequented as any previous years with all manner
of cars all jammed in for the usual entire length of Whittaker St, and side streets.
More than one member observed that there seemed to be a larger proliferation of vans this year,
including some very Kool panel vans with the obligatory airbrush artwork on the canopy and
windows. Many were decked out with ultra plush interiors too which would make for very cosy and
comfy overnight camping out. Also noteworthy were the many cars that some of us have not seen
before, which was an added bonus too.

I have to say, that despite the extra entry cost and petrol consumed, it’s still a relatively inexpensive
great day out because it’s a well organised event, there is lots to see and do with many of the shops
open, and an abundance of market stalls selling all sorts of things, various live bands, rock’n’roll
dancing competitions in period dress, prizes galore, and a variety of food vendors to get you through
the day. Overall, something for the whole family with many things to see and do, even if you weren’t
that into looking at cars! And a good run for the old girls – 4 wheeled that is! By the way, fantastic
seafood chowder and wedges at Austin’s cafe in the centre of town!

And as for the other part of the homonym, how Kool is this (particularly if you are a Green Day fan):
you could have bought Billie Joe’s personal Chev Greenbrier van he used whenever he went surfing
in California! Complete with surfboard, autographed dash, and a Green Day CD in the stereo with a
gigantic dual sub-woofer box in the back to bang your head to whilst cruising in Koolness!
I thought Billie-Joe would have painted it green though...
Officer Phil

Another tick off the bucket list – Drive an Italian Supercar!!!
My three thoughful (very adult) children decided they would give the
old man a helping hand to complete his bucket list before he is too
old and decrepit, by giving me an amazing present for Father’s Day
and birthday combined. They purchased a 3 lap drive of Hampton
Downs in a Lamborghini Murciélago, 3 laps in a Lotus Exige, and a
Hot Lap in a Mitsubishi Evo X, which I completed on Halloween
(appropriate as it was pretty darn scary).
The day started out a bit drizzly, but soon turned to sunshine on the
way to Hampton Downs, accompanied by 2 of said children along for the ride in the Star Chief.
The truth be told, they wanted to make sure the old fella didn’t have a heart attack by himself, after
the adrenalin rush.
After a short briefing and a sighting lap as a passenger in the Evo, it was into the Lambo for the 3
laps. The first problem was getting into the beast – left leg in first, then bum on seat, and lastly fold in
the right leg, before pulling the scissor door down. The car was a 6 speed manual, with a gate to
negotiate, which could only be slotted when the clutch was right on the floor. This wasn’t too hard, but
just getting my size 10’s into the tiny footwell was the next challenge, as I found out later when first
trying to find the brake pedal. All laps are done with an instructor in the passenger seat, telling you
when to change gear and to brake, so it wasn’t all my own skill or intuition.
There’s only one word to describe a 6.2litre V12, 572 hp/427 kW at 7,500 rpm and 650 Nm/479 lb ft
of torque at 5,400 rpm Lamborghini Murciélago – B R U T A L !
Brutal noise, performance, steering, and braking. It was truly mind blowing, and even though I didn't
get it anywhere near it’s full acceleration or speed, it was still a shock to the senses. I didn’t stall it out
of the pits or do anything silly on the track, but had an absolute ball revelling in the experience.
I asked the instructor if he ever gets any scares, and he admitted he was given one earlier, but
wouldn’t elaborate. Glad it’s him not me.
The Lotus Exige was a ballet dancer by comparison, and was probably the more enjoyable to drive,
but it didn’t have the theatre and drama of the Lambo. The hardest part of this drive was getting in,
especially for a less than supple senior, and it was much more difficult than the Lamborghini because
it had very high sills to climb over, and the right leg just wouldn’t bend in half to fit in gracefully.
And finally, the hot lap in the Evo, which just goes to show how amateurish my previous efforts were.
The car was absolutely flying around the track, as my daughter (who was so taken with the speed
and excitement that she purchased a hot lap on the day) told the driver to go as fast as he could.
This one lap really made me appreciate the skill of these drivers, who finished off by 4 wheel drifting
around the corner leading up to the main straight with such finesse, it looked too easy.
All in all it was an amazing experience, and one which I would highly recommend to anyone with
petrol flowing through their veins.
Ciao4now, Russell Wilson

Westie Tulip Run – 17 November 2019
On a bright and sunny Sunday afternoon 13 club classics turned up at
the Blockhouse Bay Reserve, preparing to do battle with a set of
foreign language route directions, commonly known as Tulip
instructions. Club members John and Pat Campbell organised the day’s
run, and it was from John’s assurances at the start briefing that it was
going to be easy as, that laid everyone’s concerns to bed.
Basically, the instructions are small diagrams of a road intersection,
with a dot showing where you are approaching from, and an arrow
showing which direction to turn. If the Tulip diagram doesn’t show the
intersection you are approaching, then carry on until it does.
With me so far? It all sounded so simple when John explained it, but it
soon turns to custard when you are actually on the road.

The route took us through residential New Lynn, Glen Eden and Henderson, but soon hit the beautiful
West Auckland countryside of Taupaki, Kumeu, and Riverhead. The writer and his erstwhile navigator
came across several other Tulipers (a new word I’ve just invented!) along the way, some even
heading in different directions, but everyone got to the destination eventually in scenic Riverhead.
And what a stunning property it was, belonging to Ross and Sue Golding, with Ross being Pat
Campbell’s nephew. This rural lifestyle block was up a no exit road, and was an amazing finishing
venue, with the Golding’s Shed a sight to behold as it was filled with American classics of all shapes
and sizes, race cars, and memorabilia. One of the race cars was Angus Fogg’s Central Muscle Car
Mustang, and there were both Ross and Sue’s race Commodores (yes, Sue races one as well!)
The Tulip winners were the ones who got closest to John’s odometer reading, with a prize each for
the miles and kilometers users, these being won by the team of Bill Hohepa and Linda Wills, and the
author and his trusty sidekick Cindy.
A gold coin donation went toward the costs of the delicious finger food and coffee put on by the
organisers and hosts, and there was plenty for all. The afternoon was spent gawking, chatting, and
just generally relaxing after the mind exercises of the Tulip. The club wishes to give sincere thanks to
John and Pat for volunteering and organising the day, and Ross and Sue for their hospitality in
allowing us to view and take over their property for a couple of hours.
Ciao4now, regards Russell

Market Watch: 1964 Ford Thunderbolt
This for-real, freshly restored 1964 Ford factory
lightweight drag car will be crossing the block at the
Barrett-Jackson Scottsdale auction on Jan.11-20.
The Motor City’s automakers produced a fascinating
variety of low-production, factory-lightweight race
cars for drag strip competition throughout the
1960s, but the best known of them all might be the
427-powered Ford Fairlane sedans specially constructed for the ’64 season. That may be due in part
to the memorable name Ford chose to give these special cars: Thunderbolt.
The Thunderbolt headed for B-J Scottsdale is reportedly number 35 of the 100 cars built for Ford by
Dearborn Steel Tubing, a Dearborn contractor just a stone’s throw from Ford world headquarters.
(The company also built 427-powered Comets, Falcons, and Mustangs that year for a production
total of 127.) The only visible non-stock items on this example are the five-spoke cast racing wheels,
an appropriate, period-correct addition. Except for the first 11 cars, which were finished in Vintage
Burgundy, all Thunderbolts originally wore Wimbledon White paint like this one.
Dearborn Steel Tubing was operated by Andy Hotton, a gearhead entrepreneur with close ties to
Ford’s racing programs. To create Thunderbolts from production Fairlane two-door sedans, his outfit
performed a long list of modifications, guided by a prototype developed by Ford factory racer Dick
Brannan. They replaced the front fenders, hood, and deck lid with lightweight factory pieces, partially
gutted the interiors, modified the rear suspension with big, beefy traction bars, and rearranged the
front suspension to allow the big 427 High Riser V8 to fit in the engine compartment, among other
changes.
Originally developed for NASCAR, the 427 High-Riser V8 sported a radical high-flow intake manifold
and cylinder heads, generating somewhere north of 500 hp. Note the classic Thunderbolt fresh air
system with its cast aluminum airbox for the dual Holley four-barrel carbs, fed by a pair of giant black
hoses routed through the (former) inner headlamp bezels. The tall intake setup required an equally
tall blister in the hood for clearance, just visible in the photo above—the trademark Thunderbolt
teardrop hood bubble.
Finished in Medium Beige Poly paint and trim, Thunderbolt
cabins featured lightweight Bostrom truck seats, thin rubber
floor mats, and an 8,000 Rotunda tach bolted to the top of the
instrument panel. All Thunderbolts also sported a metal tag
riveted to the inside of the glove box door warning that the
vehicle was intended for competition use only. Forty-nine of
the Thunderbolts were built with four-speed transmissions for
NHRA Super/Stock competition, while 51 were produced with
modified Lincoln Turbo-Drive automatics for the Super/Stock
Automatic category.
Campaigned by Mefford Ford, a Springfield, Ohio dealer with an active racing program that included
USAC star Jack Bowsher, this particular Thunderbolt was not terribly successful, and at some point
the troublesome automatic transmission was swapped out in favor of a four-speed. While
Thunderbolts were capable of mid-11 second times at more than 120 mph, this one reportedly never
met its potential, and that may well be what saved it. Instead of being campaigned to death like so
many race cars, it was tucked away in storage for decades, then treated to a complete restoration,
emerging in 2017 to collect several major show awards. Barrett-Jackson has not declared a price
estimate for the upcoming no-reserve sale in January, but authentically restored Thunderbolts
typically sell in the multiple six-figure range.
Article courtesy of Mac’s Motor City Garage, photos by Barrett-Jackson.

WHAT A PERFECT
CHRISTMAS GIFT!
NZ Rodder #184 brings you an 18-page in-depth
feature on Martin and Marion Bennett’s
Uncertain-T. It’s been a long time since a hot rod
debut has caused as big a stir, and it wasn’t even
unveiled in New Zealand. The Bennetts shipped
their sixties show car tribute to the USA where
it is being shown at SEMA, to the surprise and
delight of 1000s of people.

ONLY

25

$

PLUS
DELIVERY

This limited edition collector’s magazine is 180 pages,
printed on high quality stock with a heavy gloss
laminated cover, and is perfect bound (no staples).
Like the first two issues, demand will be high for this
coffee table style publication. Purchase your copy today
to ensure that you don’t miss out.

YES, PLEASE SEND ME NZ RODDER #184
NAME:
ADDRESS:
PHONE: DAY

POSTCODE:
PHONE: EVE

MOBILE:

EMAIL:
For overseas orders please email shirley@petrolhead.co.nz

DELIVERY OPTIONS (PLEASE TICK OPTION)
Standard post in NZ is $8 (not trackable)
Courier Auckland

post in NZ is $12 (not trackable)

Courier North Island is $9

Courier Auckland is $8
is $15

(excluding Auckland)

Courier South Island is $12
Courier South Island
Delivery is $19

Courier North Island
Delivery is $16

PAYMENT DETAILS:
Magazine: Qty
I have enclosed a cheque

Cardholder’s name:
Signature:

X $25 =

+ Delivery $

or please charge my credit card

= Total $
VISA

MASTERCARD

Expiry:

/

/

The magazine will be sent in
a bubble wrap package.

Please post to: Advance Publishing, PO Box 76 503, Manukau City, Auckland, 2241
or phone your order through, (09) 263 5305

We also feel privileged to bring you the scoop on four new
builds: a stunning Caddy-powered Model A coupe;
a period-perfect ‘60s style ’54 Chevy mild kustom; a gorgeous
’36 Ford three-window coupe; and a Y-block ’34 coupe that’s had
some amazing body work. You’ll also read about two
new arrivals: a sensational chopped ’41 Buick kustom, and a
‘bagged ’59 Edsel Voyager. Throw in an artist profile, kiwi drag
racing in the ‘70s, a Model A Tudor project and fuel altereds,
and you have a collectable magazine not to be missed.

Only available directly from Advance Publishing,
and from selected hot rod shops.
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Xmas Picnic, Wenderholm Regional Park, Waiwera. Meet at BP Northern
Motorway, Silverdale from 10am to depart 10.30. Main meal is catered this year
therefore charges apply as follows; Members - $10 per person, Non-members
/guests $30 per person, kids under 5 free. Bring dessert to share and a chair, and
club will provide tea/coffee/soft drinks/water. BOOKINGS NOW CLOSED
ACCCA @ Nth.Shore R&C Toy Run, Vellenoweth Green, St. Heliers from 5pm.
Club gazebo will be there with tea & coffee, so bring a kid’s present and a chair
Night Speed Drag Wars 3, Meremere Dragway, Waikato
Old School Meet, Meremere Dragway, Waikato
Oogah Rodders Big Breakfast, Swanson RSA, 663 Swanson Road. 8.30-11am
Renegade R&C Xmas Lights run, Bar Africa, 1 William Pickering Dr. Dprt. 7.45pm
NZ Petrolhead Kruize to the Park, Pukekohe Park Raceway. 9am-noon
Mid West Street Rods’ breakfast, Mitre 10 Mega, Westgate. 8.30-10.30am
Manukau R&C Club Burger Night, Repco Takanini, 230 Gt.Sth.Rd. from 6pm
Caffeine & Classics, Smales Farm, Northcote Road, Takapuna. 10am-1pm
Caffeine & Gasoline, Hampton Downs Motorsport Park, Waikato, 10am-2pm
World’s 1st Car & Bike Show, Whangamata Club, cars from 8am, show from 10am
Black Swamp Rod Run, Mangawhai Domain, Moir Street. Departs 10.45am
National Drag Champs Rnd 4/Wellington Invasion, Meremere Dragway, Waikato
NZ Petrolhead Kruize to the Park, Pukekohe Park Raceway. 9am-noon
Night Speed Drag Wars 4, Meremere Dragway, Waikato
ACCCA @ Kumeu Classic Car & Hot Rod Festival. Meet at club site at Kumeu
Showgrounds from 8am, parking on first come-first in basis. Tea/coffee/BBQ
available, BYO meat/picnic and a chair
Mid West Street Rods’ breakfast, Mitre 10 Mega, Westgate. 8.30-10.30am
Rodders Beach Festival, Orewa
Caffeine & Classics, Smales Farm, Northcote Road, Takapuna, 10am-1pm
Caffeine & Gasoline, Hampton Downs Motorsport Park, Waikato, 10am-2pm
Manukau R&C Club Burger Night, Repco Takanini, 230 Gt.Sth.Rd. from 6pm
Street Car Shootout/Track Outlaws, Meremere Dragway, Waikato
Night Speed Drag Wars 5, Meremere Dragway, Waikato
Morrinsville Motorama
ACCCA run to Waipu Car & Bike Show, Caledonian Park,Waipu Northland.
Meet at BP Northern Motorway, Silverdale from 7.30am to depart sharp at 8
ACCCA display at Ellerslie Car Show, Ellerslie Racecourse. Limited to 6 cars
which must be pre-booked with ACCCA. No entries on day. Meeting details TBA
Comp Meet 3, Meremere Dragway, Waikato
Mid West Street Rods’ breakfast, Mitre 10 Mega, Westgate. 8.30-10.30am
Rebel Roundup, Pukekohe Park Raceway
Comp Meet 4/Nitro Funny Cars, Meremere Dragway, Waikato
Caffeine & Classics, Smales Farm, Northcote Road, Takapuna, 10am-1pm
Caffeine & Gasoline, Hampton Downs Motorsport Park, Waikato, 10am-2pm
Manukau R&C Club Burger Night, Repco Takanini, 230 Gt.Sth.Rd. from 6pm
Night Speed Drag Wars 6, Meremere Dragway, Waikato

Refer to the latest issue of NZ Petrolhead
& NZ Rodder for more information on
dates and times, or for a subscription
visit www.petrolhead.co.nz or phone
09 263 5305

